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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 13356 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, VS 

SUBJECT: GVN INTEREST IN JOINING UN 

REF: A. SAIGON 13130; B. SAIGON 13195; C. FBIS S1913402 

1. WORKING LEVEL OF MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA) 

TELLS US TWO MFA STATEMENTS (REFS B AND C) DO NOT PRESAGE ANY 
FURTHER GVN ACTION TO PROMOTE ITS ENTRY INTO THE UN. THE 
COMMUNIQUE AND THE STATEMENT TO THE PRESS BY MFA SPOKESMAN MAC 
WERE AIMED FIRST AT THE DRV AND SECONDARILY AT INTERNATIONAL 
OPINION TO DEMONSTRATE THE GVNJOS FORTHCOMING POSTURE WITH 
REGARD TO NEGOTIATIONS, WORLDWIDE DETENTE, AND INTEREST IN 
PLAYING A USEFUL ROLE INTERNATIONALLY. MAC SAYS IT CAN BE 
CONSIDERED JUST A TRIAL BALLOON TO TEST OUT DRV REACTIONS AND/ 

OR CONTRAST NEGATIVE ATTITUDE OF NORTH WITH THAT OF SAIGON. 

AT PRESS CONFERENCE ON JULY 23 HE TOLD REPORTERS THAT THERE 
HAD BEEN NO REPLY YET FROM HANOI AND MFA TELLS US IT EXPECTS 
NONE. 

MARTIN 
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